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THE MACKIE EXPEDITION TO CENTRAL
AFRICA-THE BAKITARA OR BANYORO*
THE author of this book, the Rev. John Roscoe, is well known
to anthropologists as one of our best authorities on the tribes
of the Uganda Protectorate, to which he devoted close attention
during his residence of many years among them. Since the
Great War he has been enabled, through the enlightened
munificence of Sir Peter Mackie and under the auspices of
the Royal Society, to make an expedition to Central Africa
for the purpose of investigating a number of tribes about which
it was desirable to obtain fuller and more accurate information.
The enterprise was successfully accomplished, and in this
volume we have the first part of the scientific report of the
results obtained by the expedition. It deals exclusively with
the important tribe, or rather nation, of the Bakitara, more
commonly known as the Banyoro, among whom the author
spent several months, collecting information as to the customs
and beliefs of the people. In this inquiry he enjoyed the great
advantage of the co-operation of the native King of Kitara
(Bunyoro), who personally interested himself in the investigation
and supplied Mr. Roscoe with ample means of prosecuting his
researches. Through his knowledge of the native dialects the
author was able to obtain the whole of his information without
the use of an English interpreter; hence the record which he
has given us comes directly from native sources, uninfluenced
by contact with the European mind. As such it possesses a
* The Bakitara or Banyoro: The First Part of ike Report of the
Mackie Ethnological Expedition to Central Africa. By John
Roscoe. (Cambridge: at The University Press, 1923.) (The Times
Literary Supplement, May 24,1923,)
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